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Landseer for a Baronetcy, but for the mental calamity which
at that time overtook him. A feeling however that the provision
for Art in respect of honours was insufficient led him to recommend
the Knighthood now enjoyed by Sir John Gilbert, for the first
time as (then) a Water Colour Painter.
After much consideration, and with a sense of the difficulties
which surround the subject, he determined to consult Sir F.
Leighton, and it is after fully ascertaining his views that the two
names of Mr. Watts, as the highest representative of the ideal
school, and Mr. Millais as the most eminent and famous among
those who may be considered types of the realistic school, are
humbly submitted to Your Majesty.
Mr. Gladstone felt able to observe to Sir F. Leighton that he
could ask him for impartial testimony inasmuch as in the character
of President of the Royal Academy, quite apart from his Knight-
hood, he had a higher distinction than that which it is now
proposed to confer on two of his distinguished compeers.
Mr. Gladstone at the same time hazarded a merely personal
opinion that, if at a future time Sir F. Leighton should desire a
Baronetcy, most Ministers would be well disposed to submit his
name.
He entirely withdrew his name from consideration.
Mr. Gladstone certainly felt that it would be too much to ask
for three Art Baronetcies from Your Majesty.
Your Majesty is probably aware that the Artists principally
named in his letter have enjoyed the honour of being asked to
send, and have sent, their portraits to the noted collection of
Artist Portraits at Florence. This fact may be found to serve in a
certain degree for the mitigation of jealousies.
Mr. Watts is single, and advanced in years.
Mr, Millais hasa family, and, as is understood, a large fortune___
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Believing that Your Majesty will reach Windsor tomorrow at
an early hour, Mr. Gladstone, with his humble duty, apprises
Your Majesty that he will await here any commands which Your
Majesty may have for his personal attendance at Windsor, or
elsewhere.